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attending the funeral. 
      With the sudden passing of PGK 
John Mills fresh on our minds, now is a 
good time to review and consider the 
KC Insurance information I have included 
in this letter.  Please contact KC Insur-
ance Field Agent Jeff Niemeyer for more 
information. 
      Again, I wish to thank my brother 
Knights of the Breese Council for their 
service over this past month.  Our coun-
cil held a beautiful Pro-Life Prayer and 
Wreath Laying Service at the Monument 
to the Unborn in front of the Breese 
Knights of Columbus Hall.  Thanks to 
our Pro-Life chairman Tony Antonacci 
for his work in organizing this event, to 
Deacon Bob Lippert who actually wrote 
the beautiful prayer service, to our 
priests, Father Ben Stern who presided 
and to Fathers Pat Peter and Chuck Tut-
tle.  Thanks also to Linus Klostermann, 
to Phyllis Mensing and the teachers and 
students of the Breese Public School of 
Religion Program. 
      Breese Council members helped at 
the Special Olympics Spring Games held 
this year at the Highland High School on 
May 3rd.  Although the weather was less 
than ideal, the athletes worked hard to 
test their skills and many awards were 
presented.  Three teams of Breese 
Knights participated in the God’s Special 
Children Golf Classic hosted by our 
friends of the O’Fallon Council on April 
25th.  Much fun was had by all. 
      Thanks to our Texas Hold-em work-
ers another successful tournament has 
been completed.  The next event is set 
for Sept. 21st. 

Grand Knight 

Rich Koerkenmeier 

Two essays from the 
Breese Council recently 
took 2nd place awards at 
the state level in the Illi-
nois KC State Essay Con-
test.  The essay of Maddy 
Wilson is the second place 
winner in the Junior High 
School Division while the 
entry of Kendra Deerhake 
was judged second place 
winner in the Senior High 
School Division.  Con-
gratulations to both on 
their writing skills and fine 
work.   
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Grand Knight’s Notes 

      It is with a degree of sadness that I now 
work to complete this letter after learning 
of the passing of our brother, Past Grand 
Knight John C Mills.  John served our coun-
cil as Grand Knight during the 1993-1994 
fraternal year.  He was a Sir Knight of the 
Bishop Althoff Fourth Degree Assembly and 
served for a time as Chief Counselor of the 
Breese Columbian Squires group. 
      Soon after I began as Grand Knight, I 
had occasion to meet John and he offered 
his help if ever I was in need of it.  On a few 
occasions throughout this year I did ask 
John for assistance but found in each case 
his schedule would not permit it as he al-
ready had other commitments.  Over a 
short time by speaking to those who knew 
him, I came to learn that John was a person 
who regularly gave of himself to others, in 
giving of his time and talents to help many 
people in many different ways.  
      He was active in various ways in parish 
life; as a catechist for confirmation students, 
was president of the parish pastoral council, 
and was a parish representative on the 
Deanery Reflection Group.  I am told that 
John was always willing to help with any 
project around the parish. 
      Is John’s service not an example to us of 
what Christ teaches in the Gospels, of put-
ting others needs before our own, of giving 
of our time and God given talents to help 
others when they are in need?  We salute 
John for his service to our council, the 
Church and community and know that his 
service is a model for us to follow and that 
he will be sadly missed by those whose lives 
he touched. 
      I wish to thank the 22 Past Grand 
Knights and other Breese Council members 
who participated in the Rosary for our de-
parted brother John in  addition to the 10 
Past Grand Knights and council members 
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State Essay Contest  
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Mailing & E-mail Address Changes 

Please notify FS Joe Langhauser of any mailing address 
changes as soon as possible.  Please notify GK Rich K. of 
any e-mail address changes and to add your 
e-mail address to the Breese Council E-mail 
list to receive reminders of upcoming 
events, departed brothers rosaries etc.  See 
the Council Contact information for e-mail 
addresses and phone numbers. 

Nicholas Junker Ordination - May 10 

      Nick Junker, our Breese Council Brother Knight, will 
be ordained as a Catholic priest on Saturday, May 10 at a 
10 AM Mass at St. Peters Cathedral in Belleville.  Nick, 
who now lives in Belleville, joined our council in April 
2006 while serving at St. Dominic Parish. 
      Bishop Edward Braxton has invited all Knights of Co-
lumbus members to attend the Ordination Mass in which 
the Sir Knights of the Bishop Althoff Fourth Degree As-
sembly will serve as Honor Guard.  Please call or e-mail 
GK Rich Koerkenmeier for information on ridesharing. 

MD Dinners May 19 & 22 - Help Needed 

Brother Knights & Ladies, we need your help in preparing 
and serving at the Mater Dei Band Dinner (Monday, May 
19) and the Parent-Senior Night Dinner (Thursday, May 
22).  Earnings from the Band Dinner will be used to offset 
the cost of bus expenses to the upcoming KC 
State Convention so all who are attending 
the convention are expected to help work at 
this dinner.  Please contact GK Rich Koerk-
enmeier or DGK Rich Robben to volunteer.   

Council Meeting & Officer Elections 

The annual election of council officers will be held during 
the June 12 council meeting.  Brother Knights, if you are 
asked by our Deputy Grand Knight to take on the duties 
of an office in the council I would ask that you seriously 
consider the request!  If you have been asked, it is be-
cause others have seen in you some evidence of leader-
ship ability even if you may not have seen it yourself! 

Headstone Cleaning - May 17 

With mild temperatures returning, Chairman Ron Klei-
boeker is again seeking brother Knights to join his team 
and in cleaning tombstones at the St. Augustine/St. Domi-
nic Cemetery west of Breese.  Ron is tentatively planning 
a Sat. May 17th cleaning date.  Please call Ron at 526-7191 
to offer your assistance for this important project!    

Please join us upstairs at the Breese KC Hall as 
Council Chaplain Father Chuck Tuttle cele-
brates Mass for us at 7 PM on Thursday, May 
8th prior to our council meeting at 8 PM.   

Family Mass & Council Meeting - May 8 

State Convention - May 23-25 
Fifteen Breese Council Knights and Ladies are preparing 
to travel to the Illinois State KC Convention on May 23-
25.  Many activities are planned as well as opportunities 
for fellowship with brother Knights and Ladies from 
across the state.  Our Council has submitted a resolution 
to suggest the implementation of a Supreme Council 
“Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest. 

Annual Council Golf Scramble - July 13 

Believe it or not our Annual Breese Council 
Golf Scramble will be here soon!  Start spread-
ing the word and making your team plans for 
the tournament which is scheduled for Sunday, 
July 13 at Bent Oak golf course with shotgun 
starts at 7:30 AM and 1:00 PM.  Cost will be 

$60 per player which includes lunch, a great dinner and 
drinks.  Call Chairmen Curt Zurliene at 526-2018 or Phil-
lip Moss at 526-7053 to reserve a team.   

Third Degree Knights have an excellent opportunity to 
enhance their participation in our order by advancing to 
the level of 4th Degree at the Exemplification coming to 
Breese on October 12.  Give some serious thought to 
becoming a Fourth Degree member, a great way to com-
bine your Catholic faith and patriotic spirit.  Speak to Joe 
Langhauser, Faithful Navigator of the Bishop Althoff As-
sembly or other 4th Degree members and watch for up-
coming newsletter inserts for further details. 

Fourth Degree Exemplification – October 12 
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V i s i t  t h e  B r e e s e  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e 
(www.breeseknights.org) to view the Council Newsletter 
shortly after publication.  You may be able to view the 
newsletter before you receive it by mail! 

Monthly Council Newsletter Online 



MRLD Funds Distributed 

Our Council is pleased to be able to make donations of nearly $7,000 to 
nine organizations which do great work to help many deserving individuals.  
These gifts were made possible by the generosity of countless individuals 
and businesses in the area who made donations to the MRLD Mental Re-
tardation/Learning Disabilities Fund Drive, (sometimes known as the Toot-
sie Roll drive), held last September.  Chairman Ray Brosch, along with ap-
proximately 140 Knights and Squires Circle members, took to the streets 
of Breese, Germantown and St. Rose, as well as local churches, to make 
collections which enabled our council to top the MRLD goal set for us by 
the State Council.  Donations were made to the following organizations: 

Aviston Terrace Group Home 
Catholic Social Services of Southern Illinois 

Don Bosco Children’s Center 
Ministry to Sick and Aged 

Clinton County Community Link 
Warren G Murray Developmental Center 

Illinois Center for Autism 
Special Olympics Area 12-Highland 

Clinton County Advocates for Recreational Activity 

Knight of the Month - Joe Langhauser 

Our council Financial Secretary Joe Langhauser is very deserving of the May 
Knight of the Month Award.  Not only does Joe do an excellent job of han-
dling much of the financial, membership, recordkeeping etc. work for the 
council, he continues to serve as a bingo crew captain, fry crew member, 
and Lenten Fish committee member.  In addition to these duties, he is able 
to successfully lead the Bishop Althoff 4th Degree Assembly as Faithful 
Navigator in their many appearances and endeavors.  Joe has been an in-
valuable source of assistance to the Grand Knight in trying to keep council 
activities working well.  He continues to serve St. Boniface Parish as Eucha-
ristic Minister, usher, cemetery committee member and as a member of 
the St. Vincent DePaul Society.  Please congratulate and thank Joe for his 
countless hours of service to our council. 

Breese Knights of Columbus Council #2869 
480 Walnut Street 

P.O. Box 124 
Breese, IL  62230 
(618) 526-7898 

 

Grand Knight - Rich Koerkenmeier 
7612 Wayne Road 
St. Rose, IL  62230 

Cell: (618) 974-1910     
Home: (618) 526-2029 

grandknight@breeseknights.org 
 

Financial Secretary - Joe Langhauser 
P.O. Box 5 

Breese, IL  62230 
Day: (618) 526-4277   

Evening: (618) 523-8189 
fs@breeseknights.org 

 

K of C Insurance Field Agent - Jeff Niemeyer 
Any inquiries regarding insurance: 

(618) 210-0365 
jeff.niemeyer@kofc.org 

 

Hall Manager - Carl Ratermann 
(618) 526-7898 (K of C Hall) 
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Family of the Month -  
Deacon Bob & Lucille Lippert 

Twenty members of the Breese Squires Circle, along with 
Chief Counselor Doug Kuhl and several Breese Council 
Knights, traveled to Springfield, Illinois for the State Squires 
Convention April 11-13.  The Circle received awards for their State Bas-
ketball and Bowling victories, and in elections at the convention, Breese 
Squires Circle Chief Squire Luke Essenpries retained the office of State 
Bursar Squire, while Michael Harper was elected to the office of Pole Cap-
tain.  The Squires enjoyed the indoor pool and a Saturday visit to the Abra-
ham Lincoln Museum.  Thanks to Squires Chief Counselor Doug Kuhl for 
his outstanding work with the Squires Circle. 

Spotlight on Squires 

Please join me in congratulating Deacon 
Bob and Lucille Lippert who have been 
selected as our May Family of the Month.  
Bob and Lou are the parents of five chil-
dren and 12 grandchildren.  Bob was as-
signed as Pastoral Associate at St. Anthony 
and St. Augustine Parishes in 1999 and has 
served as Parish Life Coordinator at both 
since May 2005.  Deacon Bob wrote a 
wonderful Pro-Life Wreath Laying Cere-
mony which he recently helped to present 
at the Monument to the Unborn outside 
our KC hall.  Lou is also very involved in 
parish life as Sacristan, choir member, 
chairperson for the parish trivia night, 
helping the with parish rummage sale etc.  
During Bob and Lucille’s time there, St. 
Anthony parish has been busy with many 
improvements to parish facilities.  Please 

thank Bob and 
Lucille for 
their service 
t o  o u r 
Church, coun-
cil and com-
munity. 

Catholic Radio 92.7 

Remember to check out 92.7 FM Catholic Radio broadcasting from the 
Carlyle area.  Catholic radio can be a great way for you to deepen your 
understanding and appreciation of the beauty of the Catholic faith! 



Dividends Paid to  
Knights of Columbus  

Policyowners 

TOP-RATED PRODUCTS… 
OUTSTANDING DIVIDENDS 

More than $3 Billion  
over the last  

ten years 
 (1997-2007) 

= 

The Order’s Board of Directors voted an interest factor of 8.15% for dividends paid in 2008 - among the very 
best in the insurance industry.  Are you getting your share? 

 

This dividend scale is a reflection of the continuing sound management of the Order’s insurance program as 
well as a tribute to those members and wives who have entrusted their financial futures to the Order.  In an 
era when some insurance companies have reduced dividend payouts, we anticipate that the Order will pay 

more to its policyholders in 2008 than ever before. 

Our Dividends 

• Highest (AAA, Extremely Strong) rating from Stan-
dard & Poor’s. 

• Highest (A++, Superior) rating from A.M. Best. 
• Certified by the Insurance Marketplace Standards 

Association. 

• Over $65 billion of individual insurance in force. 

• Over 1.6 million policies in force. 

• Paying claims for over a century. 
• All with a professional agent who is also a brother 

Knight. 

The Order 

Breese Knights: Contact Jeff Niemeyer - KC Field Agent 
(618) 210-0365    jeff.niemeyer@kofc.org   or visit ‘Find an Agent’ at www.kofc.org 

If you are looking for a life insurer you can trust with your family’s future, look no further.  If you are inter-
ested in securing a safe stream of income in your retirement years - guaranteed - look no further.  We’re ap-

plying for the job. 

We’re Applying for the Job 

The mission hasn’t changed since 1882.  Our members and their families always come first. 
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