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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
2007 already?!  Yes, it is the beginning of a new year.  Seems like we just started 2006, but here we are kicking off 2007.
So, I have to wonder how many of you have made New Year’s resolutions or how many of you resolve not to make resolutions.

I usually do not make too many resolutions, however Mrs. GK has come up with a few for me in 2007.  This is probably a good thing, as she has full responsibility for keeping me in line.  Almost like another full time job.
Anyway, I have also realized that my term as GK has now reached the half way point.  It amazes me that for all the anticipation and planning to get ready for this year, time has marched on and the first six months have simply flown by.

As we move into the second half of this fraternal year, I have two challenges for the members of our council.  First, find a way to get involved.  Volunteer some time, or even help bring new members in to the council.  Second, keep one eye on the future.  The 07-08 fraternal year will be here before you know it.  Rich will be needing officers and other workers.  So, please be aware of these two challenges and try to play some part in meeting them.

Feel free to contact me if you have question or concerns regarding Breese Council!




CAROLING
Stix Lampe once again lead the Christmas carolers at Breese Nursing Home.  The songs began at 6:30 p.m. on December 18th.  Thanks to all those who attended, with a special thanks to Curt Zurliene, Duane Grapperhaus and Tom Lampe for roles they played in making the event possible.
MEMBERSHIP DINNER
On January 13th, beginning at 5 p.m., we will have a dinner that is open to all members and their spouses.

Annual dues should be paid on that evening.  As a reminder, regular dues are $20, Honorary and full time students are only $10, and Honorary Life members just get a free dinner!

Please make plans to come and join in the fun!

FIRST DEGREE
Do you have a Form 100 burning a hole in your pocket?  If not, let me get you one!  Simply ask a friend or relative who isn’t a member and get their signature.
We will be having a first degree on January 11th at 7 pm.  Anyone joining on that night will be invited to the Membership Dinner.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS RECYCLING

Don’t forget about our efforts to raise money for Special Olympics.  All you have to do is bring in used printer cartridges or old cell phones, we’ll do the rest.  Thanks to the efforts of Joe Langhauser, we have raised several hundred dollars already!

NCD MEETING
The quarterly North Central Deanery meeting will be held on January 9th at the Carlyle KC Hall.  Breese Council is in need of 1 more representative to the deanery.  Contact Rich Koerkenmeier if you are interested in this position.  If you have any other questions regarding the NCD, please contact NCD president Don Deiters.
ANNUAL COLUMBIAN BOARD MEETING

The Columbian Association Annual Meeting will be on January 18 at the Breese KC Hall.  President Don Toennies and Secretary Rich Eilermann have completed the maximum 6 years on the board.  This means we will be electing some new members to the board.  If you are interested, please contact Don Toennies, or Mike Nettemeier.
PLANNING MEETING
Join us on January 25 in the dining room at the Breese KC Hall as we prepare for the second half of the fraternal year, plus July of the next year.  A light dinner will be served at 7, with the meeting starting at 8.
CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB!

Webmaster Ahren Langhauser, has been updating the website and keeping us informed of upcoming events.  If you haven’t visited recently, check it out at www.breeseknights.com for all kinds of info regarding our council.

Also, if you have an email address, please send a short note to me at grandknight@breeseknights.com so I can add you to our list.  This list will be used to notify members of rosaries and other upcoming events.  The newsletter will also be made available electronically via this list.
FROM  MRS. GK

One-Bowl Coconut Macaroons 
This recipe, which I found on the Kraft Foods website (www.kraftfoods.com), was a hit at several holiday gatherings this season. This version is tasty, fast, and is much less complicated than the traditional version. I'll definitely use it again! 
~2 and 2/3 cups angel flake coconut
~2/3 cup sweetened condensed milk
~1 teaspoon vanilla extract             1) Preheat oven to 350 degrees F
2) Mix all ingredients in a large bowl
3) Drop by heaping teaspoonfulls onto a well greased cookie sheet, press down the ends of coconut with the back of a spoon
4) Bake 10-12 minutes, or until golden brown, immediately remove from baking sheet, cool completely on racks (I cooled them on a plate and they came out fine, though) 

~Hints: Be sure to clean the cookie sheet and spatula between each batch; try dipping cooled cookies into melted chocolate for a special treat; try almond extract instead of vanilla for a different taste; if they don't hold together, try adding a tablespoon of flour or an egg white.

Happy baking! 
Sheena
PGK PARTY
All Past Grand Knights are invited to attend the PGK Party on February 3rd in the dining room at the Breese KC Hall as we honor our most recent PGK Curt Zurliene.  Details will be mailed out soon, and any questions or RSVPs should be made to Financial Secretary Joe Langhauser.
SAVE THOSE ALUMINUM CANS!!

Attention all kitchen and bingo workers!  Please save all aluminum cans and put them behind the upstairs or downstairs bar.  Don Deiters will be collecting these cans and storing them until there is enough for a trip to sell them.  The funds from these cans are currently being used to purchase equipment for our kitchen.

PRO-LIFE
January 22nd 2007 marks the 34th anniversary of the infamous Roe versus Wade Supreme Court decision which struck down state laws prohibiting abortion in our nation.  Our Council is making $1000 available to be shared equally among students from Mater Dei and Central High Schools to help pay bus travel costs for the annual Rally and March for Life in Washington DC on Jan 22nd.  Thanks to the concern and generosity of council members and parishioners, funds collected in our recent Pro Life Magnetic Ribbon and Lapel Rose collections are available to help our young people demonstrate their opposition to abortion and the  "culture of death."  Pro Life Chairman Rich Koerkenmeier wishes to thank those brother Knights who have assisted with Lapel Rose & Magnetic Ribbon collections.
Reminder-Brother Knights will once again be offering Lapel Roses and Magnetic Ribbons at Masses on January 20th and 21st.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

“And He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”
-Isaiah 2:4
FAMILY OF THE MONTH

R. Joe and Barb Richter are the December Family of the Month.
PGK R. Joe has served our council in many ways over the years.  Most recently, Joe has served as our Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest chairman.  This year was the first year of the event as a statewide event.  He put forth the extra effort and made our event a success on all levels.
Barb serves in many ways at St Dominic’s parish.  Along with the time she donates at the parish, Barb is very involved with the Clinton County Historical Society.
Be sure to thank R. Joe and Barb the next time you see them!
KNIGHT OF THE MONTH

Leo Lammers is the January Knight of the Month.

PGK Leo currently serves Breese Council as 3rd year Trustee.  In addition to this job he also serves as chairman of Lightning and Colorball.  However, he has served in many other ways over the years.
Last month he volunteered to help in delivering toys to BCMW.  This is an example of how little things make our council operate.
Please be sure to thank Leo when you see him!

Fraternally yours,

Shane Bowen, Grand Knight


COUNCIL CALENDAR

JANUARY

9 – North Central Deanery Meeting

10 – Squires Meeting

11 – 1st Degree – 7 p.m.

11 – Regular Meeting

13 – Annual Membership Dinner – 5 p.m.

18 – Annual Columbian Board Meeting

25 – Planning Meeting – 7 p.m.

FEBRUARY
3 – PGK Party – RSVP to Joe Langhauser
7 – Squires Meeting

8 – Regular Meeting
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please send all postal address changes to the Financial Secretary. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Grand Knight:

Shane Bowen

P.O. Box 5, Breese, IL 62230

grandknight@breeseknights.com

Phone: 521-2690
Financial Secretary:

Joe Langhauser

P.O. Box 124, Breese, IL 62230

fs@breeseknights.com

Daytime: 526-4277
Evenings: 523-8189 
Hall Manager:

Carl Ratermann

P.O. Box 124, Breese, IL 62230

Hall Phone: 526-7898
Knight Line
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