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OCTOBER ALREADY?!
One quarter of my term is already complete.  It does not seem possible that time is passing so quickly.
As I look back, I would say that so far I have learned a lot and have hopefully helped our many volunteers set a successful year underway.  I want to make sure that everyone reading this knows that without the generous time contributions of our members, we would never accomplish all that we do.

Any goals, awards, or recognition earned by Breese Council this year belongs to all of us that put in any sort of time or effort.

On another note, if you happen to find yourself at the KC Hall, make sure to take a look at the Grand Knight Wall upstairs.  It should be updated with pictures of both Curt and myself by the time you get this.  Any comments about rodent management due to the addition of these pictures should be assured that the 48 pictures on the wall before us had that well under control!

If you do not have your picture on that wall and would be interested in having it put there in the next few years, please contact myself or Rich Koerkenmeier.

2nd YEAR OF HOLD’EM A SUCCESS!!
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Does it seem possible?  Time certainly flies!  We have completed all four tournaments for this license year, and hope to kick off another successful year on November 25.  Special thanks to all those who showed up to deal, run the bank, or bartend at these events 
MRLD TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE
The Tootsie Roll Drive is one of our most intensive fund raisers of the year.  This year was no exception as many, many brother knights showed up to make the weekend possible.
The totals are not complete yet, as checks are still arriving daily from corporate donors.  Thanks to chairmen Jim Schulte and Ray Brosch for helping us have another successful year.
CARDS GAME RAINED OUT!
It was a wet afternoon, but an adventure none the less.  That’s right, for those who attended this year’s KC Day at Busch Stadium, a seemingly endless deluge brought our day to an early end.  The game is not expected to be made up, however the makeup date would be October 2 if they do replay it.  Final details for the unused tickets will not be available until after the season’s end.  Thanks to Mike and Cindy Niemeyer for organizing this day!
SOUTHERN FRIENDSHIP DINNER

Cyril Athmer has been chosen as an honoree for 2006.  Please make every effort to attend this year and show support for our brother knight from Breese.  The dinner will be October 28th at the St. Joseph Parish Center in Freeburg.  The cost is $15 per person.  Reservations are due by October 14th.  Call Shane at 521-2690 or Mike at 526-4997 for details.
SOCCER CHALLENGE
Mike Schrand is handling the event this year and is hoping to go up to at least 50 contestants this year!  Children ages 10-14 are eligible to compete.

The doors open at the Mater Dei new gym at noon on October 1st, with soccer kicking off at 1 pm.  Our district soccer challenge will also be October 1st, immediately following the council competition.

On October 29, help is also needed at Mater Dei for the Regional Soccer Challenge.  Contact Shane, Mike Schrand, or Joe Langhauser if you want to help on that day.
RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY

The US Conference of Catholic Bishops designated October as Respect Life Month and the first Sunday in October as Respect Life Sunday. After masses on Sunday October 1st the Breese Knights will once again offer the attractive KC Pro-Life Magnetic Ribbons for a $5.00 donation and lapel roses for a donation, with proceeds for pro life causes.  The National Life Chain will also be held that same day when people all over the nation gather as a human chain to pray silently for an end to abortion and the mentality of the "culture of death" which has a strong hold on our country.  Participants gather, hold signs and pray from 2 to 3 PM at various locations along new highway 50.  (Gather near CC Food Mart south of new highway 50 at Breese)  “I urge all brother Knights to take this one hour to become a part of the "culture of life." - Rich Koerkenmeier
CONGRATULATIONS SQUIRES
Breese Circle has achieved the Corps d’Elite award from Supreme Council for the 05-06 year.  This award is the single highest award a circle can attain.  That’s right, our local group of future Knights continues to lead the state in many ways.  Only three circles achieved this award this year in Illinois and only 75 in the world!  So, please take a moment to think how hard our Squires work to make it possible.  Thank a Squire next time you see one!  Also, be sure to thank Brad Halstead and Doug Kuhl as they help guide our circle to success.
Breese Circle will be meeting on October 11 at 8 p.m. at the KC Hall.  Prospective members should feel free to attend.

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST
The Christ and Christmas Poster contest will officially kick off on October 12 at our regular meeting.  However, chairman R. Joe Richter is already getting the project underway.  This year, the event is a state wide program for the first time.  Contact R. Joe Richter or Joe Langhauser for details.
MEMBERSHIP BLITZ
October 7th and 8th will be our first membership blitz of 06-07.  This year I would like for us to be present at all six of our parishes on the same weekend.  This means we need at least 2 volunteers for each mass at each church.  If you can help, please call me at 521-2690!  This is a very easy job as you will have information about our council and can encourage others to share in the fun we have here at Breese Council.
CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB!

Webmaster Ahren Langhauser, has been updating the website and keeping us informed of upcoming events.  If you haven’t visited recently, check it out at www.breeseknights.com for all kinds of info regarding our council.

Also, if you have an email address, please send a short note to me at grandknight@breeseknights.com so I can add you to our list.  This list will be used to notify members of rosaries and other upcoming events.  The newsletter will also be made available electronically via this list.
FROM  MRS. GK

On October 4th, we celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the Patron Saint of animals.  There are many stories of St Francis’ loving interactions with animals, including taming a wolf that was terrorizing a village, and preaching to a flock of birds that obeyed his commands.  It is said that St Francis looked at all of God’s creation as his brothers and sisters, not just other humans.  Many of us experience this kind of love with our pets, especially since many of us consider them to be a part of the family.  At www.americancatholic.org, I found this Franciscan animal blessing that you can recite on the 4th, or anytime:

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures.  On the fifth and sixth days of creation, you called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all animals his brothers and sisters.  We ask you to bless this animal.  By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan.  May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation.  Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures.  Amen. 

Coincidentally, there are several other animal-related events this month. October is “Adopt a Shelter Dog Month” and “National Animal Safety and Protection Month”; Animal Welfare Week is the 6th – 12th; October 4th is also “World Pets’ Day”. If you are looking for a new pet, you can check out www.petfinder.com for local pets available for adoption, they list everything from reptiles and rabbits to horses and goats, as well as animals displaced because of disasters like Hurricane Katrina.  Shane and I found the two rescue dogs we adopted last year on this website, which also has great information about pet care and training. 

Please be mindful of St. Francis’ love for all animals...consider adopting your next pet from a rescue or shelter, and, as Bob Barker always says, “Help control the pet population, have your pet spayed or neutered!” 

~Sheena

PORK SAUSAGE DINNER
The 2006 Pork Sausage Dinner to benefit our local PSR programs has been moved up to October 29, in order to get away from hunting season.  The work list for this event can be found in the same envelope you got this newsletter from!  So, all you hunters, please show up and help this year.  Rich Eilerman, Doug Kuhl, and Rich Robben are working together again this year to make the event possible.
VOCATION RAFFLE TICKETS

The Illinois Vocations Raffle is underway!  Included with this newsletter are your tickets and a return envelope.  Try to get them back in to the council by the end of November.  However, if you cannot get them in by then, you can hand deliver them to Mike Nettemeier, Joe Langhauser, or Shane Bowen.  Remember that this drive helps support our priests of tomorrow.
SAVE THOSE ALUMINUM CANS!!

Attention all kitchen and bingo workers!  Please save all aluminum cans and put them behind the upstairs or downstairs bar.  Don Deiters will be collecting these cans and storing them until there is enough for a trip to sell them.  The funds from these cans are currently being used to purchase equipment for our kitchen.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

“A slip of the foot you may soon recover, but a slip of the tongue you may never get over.”
-Benjamin Franklin

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Mike, Evelyn, Aubrey, Kaylee, and Lacey Schrand are the October Family of the Month.  They have lived in Breese for about three years now and are already very involved in the community.

Mike is the new Recording Secretary for Breese Council and is the head of the Tri-County Soccer League.  Needless to say his daughters all enjoy soccer!

Aubrey (10) enjoys basketball in addition to her time spent on soccer.  Kaylee (8) and Lacey (6) enjoy soccer and are helping by creating a banner for the upcoming soccer challenge!
Mike transferred to Breese Council in 2003 from Red Bud.  If you see any of the Schrands around town, be sure to say hi and thank them for the help with the soccer challenge!

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH

Mike Niemeyer became a member of the Knights of Columbus in March of 1974.  Mike has served the council in many capacities, including Chief Counselor of Breese Circle and most recently as Treasurer of Breese Council.  Also he helps with many other events, such as Texas Hold’em and the Sesquicentennial food stand.

In addition to these things, Mike recently tackled the KC Day at the ballpark endeavor.  For many councils this is simply selling tickets to member, but Mike helps us reward our Squires and servers by giving away tickets.  Keeping track of over 25 kids is no day at the park!  This year, Mike did another outstanding job other than not bringing along the sunshine.
Please be sure to thank and congratulate Mike when you see him!

Fraternally yours,

Shane Bowen, Grand Knight


COUNCIL CALENDAR

OCTOBER

1 – Soccer Challenge

1 – Respect Life Sunday and National Life Chain

8 – Special Olympics Bowling

7 & 8 – Membership Blitz

11 – Squires Meeting

12 – Kick off “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest – R. Joe Richter
12 – Regular Meeting 8 PM

15 – Chapter Meeting

22 – Major Degree, Aviston

28 – Southern Friendship Dinner - Freeburg

 – Cyril Athmer, honoree
29 – Pork Sausage Dinner

NOVEMBER

5 – Memorial Mass
8 – Squires Meeting

9 – Initiation – 7 p.m.

9 – Regular Meeting 8 PM

21 – Turkeys to Newman
25 – Texas Hold’em
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please send all postal address changes to the Financial Secretary. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Grand Knight:

Shane Bowen

P.O. Box 5, Breese, IL 62230

grandknight@breeseknights.com

Phone: 521-2690
Financial Secretary:

Joe Langhauser

P.O. Box 124, Breese, IL 62230

fs@breeseknights.com

Daytime: 526-4277

Evenings: 523-8189
Knight Line
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