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REMEMBER THE REASON
With Thanksgiving just a few days in the past, we are all turning our eyes towards Christmas.  Sure, everyone has also started that wonderful process of hitting the malls, and fighting the crowds.  Some have also taken the time to get those lights and decorations up around their homes.
My simple request to each of you is to remember the reason we have this holiday.  Sure, the presents are nice and time with family is great, but we must never forget that Christmas is really about the birth of Jesus.

Over the next few weeks, as the new church year begins, take an extra moment to stop and reflect.  Also, be sure to do something nice for someone else that you aren’t asked to do.
Finally, we have a slower month on the K of C calendar, so make sure and use that time wisely!

LOOKING TO GET INVOLVED?
Are you a new member?  Are you a long-time member?  Either way, you just might be looking for some way to get involved.
There are many opportunities with Breese Council!  Just give me a call at 521-2690 and I’ll do my best to find something that fits your interests and time limitations.



CAROLING
Stix Lampe will once again be leading the Christmas carolers at Breese Nursing Home.  The songs will begin at 6:30 p.m. on December 18th.  Everyone is welcome to join in and we hope to see a good crowd there to sing along.
MEMBERSHIP DINNER
It is almost the end of 2006 already!  Hard to believe, I know.  With the end of one year comes the beginning of another, and we will be having our annual membership dinner.
On January 13th, beginning at 5 p.m., we will have a dinner that is open to all members and their families.

Annual dues should be paid on that evening.  As a reminder, regular dues are $20, Honorary and full time students are only $10, and Honorary Life members just get a free dinner!

Please make plans to come and join in the fun!

FIRST DEGREE
Do you have a Form 100 burning a hole in your pocket?  If not, let me get you one!  Simply ask a friend or relative who isn’t a member and get their signature.
We will be having a first degree on January 11th.  Anyone joining on that night will be invited to the Membership Dinner.

FAMILY MASS

Prior to our December meeting, we will have a family mass.  All family members are invited as we will celebrate mass together and then non-members will move to the club room for a program until the KC meeting is complete.  A light dinner will be served after the meeting.
TURKEYS TO NEWMAN
Once again the turkeys made it to Newman safely, and the food was delivered as well!  Special thanks to Mike Nettemeier and his band of merry men who spent an entire day preparing the birds for Thanksgiving.
GET EUCHRED

Do you enjoy winning?  Think you can beat Ralph Langhauser at Euchre? Try your luck every Wednesday at 1 pm at the KC Hall.

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB!

Webmaster Ahren Langhauser, has been updating the website and keeping us informed of upcoming events.  If you haven’t visited recently, check it out at www.breeseknights.com for all kinds of info regarding our council.

Also, if you have an email address, please send a short note to me at grandknight@breeseknights.com so I can add you to our list.  This list will be used to notify members of rosaries and other upcoming events.  The newsletter will also be made available electronically via this list.
VOCATION RAFFLE TICKETS

The Illinois Vocations Raffle is almost complete.  Included with your October newsletter were your tickets and a return envelope.  Any tickets that you have sold should be back to the Council by the December 7.  If you have questions or need to make sure your tickets get in, contact Mike Nettemeier, Joe Langhauser, or Shane Bowen.  Remember that this drive helps support our priests of tomorrow.

FROM  MRS. GK

When you think of the holidays, you can’t help but think of all the great foods we enjoy during this time of year.  Turkey, ham, sweet potatoes, and the list goes on and on.  One of the best parts of these big dinners is the dessert.  So, I thought I would offer a recipe for pecan pie that Shane likes and awful lot.
Classic Pecan Pie
The prep time for this pie is 5 minutes, has a cooking time of 55 minutes, and serves 8 people. (If they each have only 1 slice.)
3 eggs, slightly beaten
1 cup sugar
1 cup Light or Dark Corn Syrup
2 T. margarine or butter - melted
1 t. vanilla
1 ¼ cups pecans
1 (9-inch) unbaked or frozen deep-dish pie crust
First, Preheat oven to 350°.  Next, beat eggs slightly in a medium bowl, using a fork.  Add sugar, syrup, margarine, and vanilla; stir until blended.  Stir in pecans, and pour into crust.  Finally, bake 50 to 55 minutes or until knife inserted halfway between center and edge comes out clean.  Cool on a wire rack.
ENJOY!

~Sheena

SAVE THOSE ALUMINUM CANS!!

Attention all kitchen and bingo workers!  Please save all aluminum cans and put them behind the upstairs or downstairs bar.  Don Deiters will be collecting these cans and storing them until there is enough for a trip to sell them.  The funds from these cans are currently being used to purchase equipment for our kitchen.

ANNUAL COLUMBIAN BOARD MEETING


The Columbian Association Annual Meeting will be on January 18 at the Breese KC Hall.  President Don Toennies and Secretary Rich Eilermann have completed the maximum 6 years on the board.  This means we will be electing some new members to the board.  If you are interested, please contact Shane Bowen, Don Toennies, or Mike Nettemeier.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

“Our valleys may be filled with foes and tears; but we can lift our eyes to
the hills to see God and the angels, heaven's spectators, who support us
according to God's infinite wisdom as they prepare our welcome home.”
-Billy Graham
FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Mike and Donna Nettemeierl are the December Family of the Month.
PGK Mike serves our council tirelessly.  He serves on the Columbian Board, he is always willing to fill in for others when they can’t make a meeting, he helps with the degree team, and most recently played a major role in getting the turkeys to Newman.
Donna serves in many capacities at St Dominic’s parish.  She serves her parish as an EM, a nursing home visitor, helps on the greeting card committee, and gives time as a volunteer to help with mailings and office work at the parish.

Be sure to thank Mike and Donna you see them!
KNIGHT OF THE MONTH

Joe Langhauser is the December Knight of the Month.

PGK Joe serves Breese Council in many capacities, is Faithful Captain of the Bishop Althoff Assembly and is also the State Youth Director for the Illinois State Council. 

He currently serves as Financial Secretary for our council.  He is also the co-chair of the Texas Hold’em tournaments, works on a chicken crew, is the captain of a bingo crew, and helps on just about every event that our council has.

Joe has served as an officer for several years in Breese Council, most recently taking over the job of Financial Secretary.  In July, Joe will be up for the position of Faithful Navigator of our 4th degree assembly

Please be sure to thank Joe when you see him!

Fraternally yours,

Shane Bowen, Grand Knight


COUNCIL CALENDAR

DECEMBER
13 – Squires Meeting
14 – Family Mass – 7 pm
14 – Regular Meeting – 8 pm
18 – Caroling – 6:30 Breese Nursing Home

25 – Merry Christmas
JANUARY
2 – North Central Deanery Meeting

10 – Squires Meeting
11 – 1st Degree – 7 p.m.
11 – Regular Meeting
13 – Annual Membership Dinner – 5 p.m.

18 – Annual Columbian Board Meeting

25 – Planning Meeting – 7 p.m.
ADDRESS CHANGES

Please send all postal address changes to the Financial Secretary. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Grand Knight:

Shane Bowen

P.O. Box 5, Breese, IL 62230

grandknight@breeseknights.com

Phone: 521-2690
Financial Secretary:

Joe Langhauser

P.O. Box 124, Breese, IL 62230

fs@breeseknights.com

Daytime: 526-4277

Evenings: 523-8189
Knight Line
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